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Service Learning Curriculum

Protecting Endangered and Ancient Forests:
Taking Action at School to Reduce Paper Use and Buy Recycled Paper

Goal:  For students to understand the role and importance of forests in North America from colonial times to the present, to develop awareness of how their daily choices affect forests, wildlife, and people, and to inspire their interest in exploring options to protect the remaining forests that are still threatened.  

This curriculum can tie in with the humanities study of European colonization of the Americas, early New England and settlers’ contacts with Native Americans, and how the peoples and resources of the Americas have changed since colonization.  Students will learn about the different uses of natural resources in earlier times up to the present, and have the opportunity to explore different attitudes towards “nature” and resource use and management.

Organization of the curriculum: The curriculum can be taught in the homeroom, or can be enhanced by outside speakers active in the area of forests, paper production, recycling, or tree-free or recycled paper manufacturing.  Collaboration with Math or Technology teachers is possible.  Students can undertake a project of analyzing the school’s paper use (a primary modern use of forest resources), the impacts of paper use, and options for reducing the use of paper and purchasing recycled paper as a means of helping protect endangered forests.

Essential questions 

· What is the history of the land and forests?  What did the forests of New England look like at the time Europeans arrived?  Why are forests important? What do they provide?

· What is the relationship of humans to forests? What are the different perspectives on using and managing forests (indigenous peoples, Europeans)? What do we use forests for?

· What are the impacts of human uses of forest resources? Paper, logging, pollution, waste.  What is at stake?

· Are there alternative ways of using forest products and managing forests? What are they? What are the costs?

· What is the school's relationship to forests and paper? Are there other options or changes the school could make?

· What is my personal relationship to forests and trees?  Have I had experiences in a forest? Do I use forest resources? Do I have a favorite tree?
· What is involved with protecting forests?  What is involved with influencing decision-makers – at school, at paper companies, at home, in the city?

Key Activities
· Understand New England forests through examining the “New England Forests Through Time” book, or watch a video like “Forest Alert,” or have an outside speaker discuss the impacts of logging on the environment, on indigenous peoples, and on the economy.

· Understand different perspectives and relationships to nature: indigenous versus European; "declarations" by various indigenous communities about forest protection.

· Undertake a project to estimate the school’s paper use and research options for purchasing paper made from recycled paper.  A separate project outline is available with detailed activities for small groups and educational resources.  The ultimate project is a report to the School Principal regarding paper use, paper waste, paper recycling, and buying recycled paper.  The project integrates mathematical analysis of paper use estimates, the number of trees used to make the school’s paper, how many trees could be saved via using recycled paper, and the costs and benefits of different paper options, together with written reports and artwork of trees.  Researching options can involve use of the internet in a Technology Lab.

· The paper project also can involve students interviewing school staff, surveying the opinions of other students and teachers, and designing ways of communicating their results to their peers, school administration, and the paper companies.

Other activities that can be explored include:

· Making paper out of different materials (hands-on project, perhaps in art class)

· Outside speakers, such as New Leaf Paper company (makes paper with recycled content and tree-free paper), or local Native American leaders.

· Personal environmental stories: my favorite forest or tree and why

· Oral histories: interview local community members about what the Bay Area forests and parks may have been like when they were growing up

· Field trips: to Redwood Park in Oakland or Muir Woods in Marin to learn about ancient forests and redwoods; to a paper pulping plant and/or mill and/or newspaper printing facility; to a paper recycling and de-inking facility.

· Literature and poetry and art about trees: Many beautiful books available about trees

· Educating the school community: develop a play or skit for an assembly to educate school community about forests, ecosystems, impacts of logging, and alternatives for protecting the forests and conserving forest and wood products.
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