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Fun Facts About Green Schools! 

Are you wondering WHY you should take action to green your school? Or what are the BENEFITS of a green school? We think these Fun Facts will inspire you to jumpstart a Green Team at your school.  

Do you know?

· There are approximately 133,000 K-12 schools in the United States. 
· 1 in 5 Americans spends their day in a K-12 school. 
· There are approximately 60 million students, faculty and staff in schools. 

· Children spend 6-8 hours per day inside a school.
Why Should My School Go Green? 
· Green Schools can save money, reduce energy, climate, and environmental impacts, and improve communities' sustainability.
· Several studies indicate that hands-on environmental education projects and civic engagement can improve test scores. For example, according to a study analyzing NELS data, students who participated in service-learning scored 6.7 percent higher in reading achievement and 5.9 percent higher in science achievement than those who did not participate in service-learning. 
· In a study of 40 schools engaged in environmental education, 92% of the cases studied saw better mastery of math skills. 
· U.S. Department of Energy estimates that schools could easily conserve 25% of their energy use resulting in savings of $1.5 billion per year, equivalent to 30,000 new teaching positions. 
· On average, green schools use 33% less energy and 32% less water than conventionally constructed schools, significantly reducing utility costs. 
· A typical green school saves $100,000 per year on operating costs, enough to hire at least one new teacher, buy 200 new computers, or purchase 5,000 textbooks. 
· America's schools spend more than $7.5 billion annually on energy—more than they spend on textbooks and computers combined. 

Why Should My School Recycle?

· The average person generates over 4 pounds of trash every day and about 1.5 tons of solid waste per year.

· In 2009, Americans produced enough trash to circle the Earth 24 times.

· Over 75% of waste is recyclable, but we only recycle about 30% of it.

· We generate 21.5 million tons of food waste each year. If we composted that food, it would reduce the same amount of greenhouse gas as taking 2 million cars off the road.

· Recycling one aluminum can saves enough energy to listen to a full album on your iPod. Recycling 100 cans could light your bedroom for two whole weeks.

· Recycling aluminum cans saves 95% of the energy used to make aluminum cans from new material.
· Yet, Americans throw out (and don’t recycle) about 50 billion cans per year!
· Americans throw away 25,000,000 plastic bottles every hour.

· Over 87% of Americans have access to curbside or drop-off paper recycling programs.

· In 2009, Americans threw away almost 9 million tons of glass. That could fill enough tractor trailers to stretch from NYC to LA (and back!).

· In 2010, paper recycling had increased over 89% since 1990.

· If every American recycled just one-tenth of their newspapers, we could save about 25 million trees each year.

· Each school lunch generates 67 pounds of waste per school year. That means, just one average-size middle school creates over 40,000 pounds of lunch waste a year. According to the U.S. EPA, packing a waste-free lunch saves an average student $250. 
· Alameda County schools alone dispose of more than 11,700 tons of paper waste every year. 
· If 133,000 schools switch to recycled paper, they could save about 6 million trees per year. 
[image: image5.emf]
2150 Allston Way, Suite 460, Berkeley CA 94704 • T/F: 1-510-525-1026 • info@greenschools.net • www.greenschools.net


[image: image3]
2150 Allston Way, Suite 460, Berkeley CA 94704 • T/F: 1-510-525-1026 • info@greenschools.net • www.greenschools.net
                  
[image: image2]
Excerpted from “Fun Facts About Green Schools.” Complete citations at www.greenschools.net/article.php?id=455
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