
GREEN AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS CLEANING SAMPLE POLICY

Green and Healthy Schools Cleaning Policy

Each district/school shall develop, implement, and monitor a Green and Healthy Cleaning (GHC) plan designed to optimize conditions for learning and minimize human exposure to hazardous chemicals, allergens, irritants, and pollutants.  It is therefore the policy of this school or district to incorporate Green and Healthy Cleaning procedures for all school buildings.  

Green Clean Plan

A comprehensive GHC plan encompasses cleaning practices, as well as the procurement of cleaning products, equipment and training.  There are dozens of manufacturers who offer “certified” green cleaning chemicals that work well and are cost-competitive compared to traditional products.  Vacuums, floor buffers and furnishers are available with high-efficiency filters that can capture microscopic materials that might adversely impact building occupant health or damage sensitive equipment. 

Cleaning Practices

Changes in the frequency, technique or time when cleaning is performed can be as important as the products and equipment being used. GHC promotes the use of less toxic cleaners and the use of equipment that would reduce the need to use harsh, conventional chemicals.  The technology of the cleaning industry has made remarkable advances with newer technologies that perform effectively, reduce health and environmental impacts, and are cost competitive compared with conventional products.

It is best to promote cleaning programs based on:

· The US Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design-Existing Buildings criteria and 
· ASTM’s E-1971 Standard Guide on Stewardship for Cleaning Commercial and Institutional Buildings.

· Green Seal’s GS-42 Environmental Standard for Commercial and Institutional Cleaning Services
Procurement of Cleaning Products and Equipment 

The products chosen to accomplish the tasks can have significant impacts on the health and performance of students, staff, and the people performing the cleaning. Choices in cleaning products and equipment dramatically impact the lifespan of building materials and furnishings while preserving the environment as a whole.

A purchasing program that promotes GHC uses products and equipment that meet the following standards:

· Green Seal’s GS-37 environmental standard for industrial and institutional cleaners,

· EcoLogo’s CCD-146 standard for Hard Surface Cleaners,
· Carpet and Rug Institute’s Green Label Program for vacuum cleaners and
· US EPA’s Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines for janitorial paper products and plastic trash bags.

Training

GHC practices provide proper training of custodians in the hazards, use, proper dilution, safety, maintenance and disposal of cleaning chemicals, dispensing equipment, and packaging.  
Storage Procedures

Many cleaning products arrive in concentrated form may require special handling, storage, and disposal.  Staff must plan for the physically-isolated storage, safe usage, and proper disposal of cleaning agents and other hazardous chemicals that cannot be eliminated from school buildings and grounds.

Education

Staff, students, custodians and the public will be educated about the potential problems of traditional cleaning products, the GHC policy and procedures. Custodial staff, administrators, teachers, students, vendors and visitors can learn about what they can do to promote a healthy school environment, such as recycling paper and plastic; maintaining uncluttered classrooms and workspaces; and handling spills properly. 
This sample policy is adapted from a sample developed by the Healthy Schools Campaign: http://www.healthyschoolscampaign.org/programs/gcs/guide2/media/documents-forms/policy_draft_9_29_05.doc
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