Classroom Audit Instructions

Here you will find instructions on how to perform an energy, water or waste audit with your students. The Audit Worksheet (waste, energy, or water) is for students to use in pairs or groups, with some adult assistance.  The Audit Tally sheet is for use to compile the results of all the pairs’ audits together as a class.

1. Remind students about the concepts they learned in the pre-lesson. Remember you can incorporate a lesson you already teach into the Green Schools program.

Example: remind students what waste is and why it’s important to reduce, reuse, recycle, and rot. You can incorporate the audit lesson into existing math standards.

2. Explain that you will be doing an audit to see how environmentally friendly your school is in a specific environmental path (waste, energy, climate, water). 

3. Break your class into teams or pairs and hand out the worksheets. Go over the worksheet as a class to see if there are questions about vocabulary. 
4. Assign them to different rooms, the lunch area, or bathrooms (depending on your audit). Have them take their worksheets to their assigned room and fill out the audit. Give them a set amount of time.

5. When they are finished, have the class compile their results into one tally sheet. You can have them do this with their group or as a class by raising hands and having a spokesperson/reporter for each group.

6. Once you have collected your data, you are ready to discuss and analyze the meaning of your results and brainstorm action plans. There are lots of ideas for actions elsewhere on the www.greenschools.net website if you need help getting started. Focus in on the results of your audit.

Example: If your audit indicates that food waste is the majority of your waste, have students brainstorm ways to reduce food waste. If your audit indicates that many lights are left on when no people are in the room and there are no signs reminding people to turn off the lights, have students brainstorm ways to get people to turn off the lights.
